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Crane House last quarter 19th century 

Chestertown 

private 

A shingle s ty le Victorian gothic residence wi th a mysterious or ig in , the 
Crane house apnears to have replaced a conventional small scale gabled frame 
housee of which the only record i s a p a r t i a l glimpse in a photograph in Fred 
Us t i l ton ' s Chestertown; Gem City on the Chester and the docunentary information 
that i t was built for Richard Smyth, The Crane house i t s e l f i s a handsome 
representat ive of i t s s t y l e , i t s ex te r ior recent ly restored by i t s 
owner. 
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DESCRIPTION K-326 

—EXCELLENT 

X_GOGD 

— FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

XALTERED ' ? 

CHECK ONE ^ 

•*•—ORIGrNAL SITE 

MOVFn DATF 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

l lU Water S t r ee t i s loca ted on the northwest side of the s t r e e t , one door south 
of the in t e r sec t ion of Maple Avenue and Water Street in Chestertownj i t tstjon a 
p a r t of the southwest ha l f Town Lot l 5 . 

I t i s a 2|--story it-bay frajne shingle-covered TZictorian house with a 3-ba7 
gable end facing the s t r e e t , a 1-bay, 3-story octagonal tower in the fourth 
( r igh t ) bay, and a 1-s tory f l a t roof porch adross the front of tha gable KHst' 
end and abut t ing the tower. 

The main wing of the house, though oi^ly two bays deep, i s approximately square^ 
thare azBsaaveral wings telescoped to the r e a r . 

The house s i t s on a low brick basement. The porch s i t s on brick p ie r s and i s 
enclosed t o ai height of some three feet with shingles. There are fonr plain 
round columns across the front of the porch supporting a plain box cornice and 
s l i g h t l y tapered t i n roof . The s teps a^e wood. The door i s in the r i gh t bay 
and has one la rge pane of glass in i t s upper half and four panels below. 

There are two double hung sash windows on each of the two main s to r ies and a l l ^ ^ 
are l A with louvered s h u t t e r s . There i s a pair of 6/1 a t t i c windows in the middld^P 
of the f ront gable . The plain cornice has a very deep s o f f i t . There i s a 3-foot 
re tu rn across the front of the gable on each side and a facia board running across the 
fron t of the house a t the same l e v e l continuing the l ine establ ished by the 
cornice re tu rn and thereby completing the outlining of the gable. 

The roof i s covered with c omposition shingles . 

The tower has l / l double hung sash windows on each of i t s exposed sides on the f i r s t 
and second s t o r i e s , 6/1 windows on the th i rd s to ry . There are no shut te rs on the 
tower. The octagonal-cone roof i s covered with the same cedar shingles t h a t are 
on the main bui lding, and i t has a p innic le at i t s peak. 

There a r e la rge gabled dormers with paired windows on the north and south 
e levat ions of the main wing, which have t r iangular pediments and single p i l a s t e r s 
between the jri.riiisw p a i r s . 

The north elevation has a bay window about halfway up the facade between the 
f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , opposite the s ta i r - landing within, 

Th-sre are two addi t iona l "A" roof 2|^-story wings t o the rea r , both with an 
assortment of pedimented dormers; and there i s a f u l l - » i i d th single s tory 
shed-roofed addit ion beyond them. There i s a chinbey in the f i r s t of the addi t ional 
wings and another at the rear of the second. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_ 1 4 0 0 1499 

_ 1 5 0 0 1599 

_ 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

_ 1 7 0 0 1799 

X 1 8 0 0 1899 

_ 1 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

J5ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

— C O M M E R C E 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

SPECiFic DATES L a s t q u a r t e r 1 9 t h 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

c e n t u r y BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAIVHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

l l l i Water S t ree t i s in te res t ing as a suggestion of the l a t e nineteenth century 
shingle s ty le Victorian houses or sinply as a shingled p i ide of r e s t r ^ n e d 
Victorian 3othic , but i t s pr inc ipa l i n t e r e s t has to do with the nineteenth 
century h i s to ry of houses and t rans fe r s on the northern end of Water S t r ee t , 
and a small mystery which surrounds i t s date &f.construction. 

The house i s b u i l t on a piece of the southern half of Town Lot l 5 . The whole moiety 
came in to the nineteenth century as the property of Simon Wickes' deacendents: Wickes 
i s presumably buried in the northwest corner of the whole moiety, somewhere a t the 
rear of what i t today 11 2 Water S t r ee t . The Wickes sold the whole moety to Dr. 
3eorge Washington Thomas in 1826 for $300. From Thomas i t passed in to the Perkins 
family. Then in I863 George W.T. Perkins sold i t to Richard Smyth for $U7?, and 
t h i s i s where the mystery begins. We knew there was a house on the land by 1372 
and t h a t i t was Smyth's, by information in h i s w i l l of t h a t date and from the 
1877 mpp of Chrsbertown which shows a house on the land with Smyth's name on i t . 
But there i s a good deal of doubt as to whether i t was the present house or not . 
The shape of the house on the map does not 
conform t o the present house's shs^e a t a l l , Further there are two photographs 
in Fred Usi l ton ' s Ghestertown ? Gem City on the Chester which show a hoiise on 
what appears to be t h i s piece of ground which i s c lear ly not the present house: 
they show a house with i t s gable ends perpendicular to the s t r ee t and with 
at l e a s t two gabled formers facing the s t r e e t . 

I t appears f a i r l y l i ke ly tha t some;kime between the l870 's and the turn of the 
present century the Su^rth house (willed to h i s daughter, Mary Diehl in the 1372 
wi l l ) burned or was demolished (the Sanbom Insurance Map shows the Snyth house 
was frame), and was replaced by the present s t ruc tu re . A thorough remodeling 
i s , of co'jrse, poss ib le , but i t would have had t o have been rad ica l indeed. 

Around the turn of the century, there was a dispute among the Diehls, and the property^ 
s t i l l a l l of the moiety—^was sold off by Lewin W, Wickes as Trustee to Hben 
F, Perkins, Perkins then s p l i t the property, se l l ing the half of the moiety 
with the house on i t t o Curtis 3 , Crane in 1902, (The other half , bordering Town Lot 
lU, went t o Beulah Perkins, who l a t e r bought an adjoinii.;- piece of lU to make up 
what i s today es sen t i a l ly the 11 2 Water ^ t r ee t property,) The Cranes are the 
e a r l i e s t owners of 111; Water St reet anyone can remember—and the present house i s 
the only house anyone l iv ing can ever reaamber having been on the property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Part of Town Lot 15. Beginning on Front Street a t the 
point where t h i s l o t adjoins the lands formerly of William J . Vannort (Met«alfe Apts) 
and a t the comer of the house now standing on th i s l o t , and running back a t r i g h t 
angles with Front S t ree t and with the lands formerly of William J , Vannort, about 
187 f e e t , 6 inches , t o Laura T, Lambert's lo t^ thence a t r igh t angles and with said 
Laura T. Lambert's l o t Ul f ee t , 6 inches to the l o t of Eben F, Perkins (112 Water) 
thence a t r i g h t angles and with said l o t l8y fee t , 6 inches more or l ess to Front 
S t r e e t , and thence by and with Eront S t ree t Ul f ee t . 6 inches to the place of beginning 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Nei l l His to r i c S i t e Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Town of Chestertown May. 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TeiEPKONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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SBcnr.'iary of T i t l e Search: 
111; Water S t r e e t 

He i r s of Simon Wickes t o Dr . l eo rge Washington Thomas Tl'/ I; 787 (1826) $300 

Creorge \J, Thomas t o ^eorge W.T, Perk ins 

George W.T. Perk ins t o Richard Smyth JKH 3 U33 ( l863) $U7^ 

Richard Smyth w i l l s p r o p e r t y t o h i s daugh te r , Mary Diehl Wi l l s EC 1 23lt (1872) 

Levin W. •Jidkes, t r u s t e e fbr t h e Diehls t o Eben F . Perk ins JTD U ^lU (1901) $28^0 

Zben F . Perkins t o Cur t i s E . Crane JTD 6 399 (1902) 

Louise Crane VJithgott t o Mary S. Fontaine RRA 10 26l (1927) 
(Mary Fontaine d ied , orope'^ty ves t ed in E, Clarke Fohta ine 77ho then ..>„ _ i^d 

Elba Withgott)aBX 

E, Clarke Fontaine and Elba Withgot t Fontaine to Mary M. Beck VJHG 7 302 (19U8) 
f o r 

Marie C, Se lby , t r u s t e e ins Mary M, Beck 's e s t a t e t o Jack and Miriam Kieffer 
W.G 36 $7k (195U) 

Miriam Kieffer to John and Jean Hud;- '"? 37 Ul$ 
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